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Description

PAUL AYSHFORD METHUEN, 4th LORD METHUEN, RA (1886-1974) 

London Symphony Orchestra, Queen’s Hall 

Signed with initials l.r., inscribed u.l.: Queen’s Hall and dated 29.xi.1936 

Pencil and coloured chalks, square for transfer in red ink 

Unframed, in conservation mount 

21 by 12.5 cm., 8 by 5 in. (mount size 35.5 by 26.5 cm., 14 by 10 in.) 

This work is a study for the artist’s oil on board The London Symphony Orchestra, 1936, exhibited at the
Leicester Galleries, London, 1943, no.12. Paul Methuen was born at Corsham, Wiltshire and educated at
Eton and New College, Oxford, where he studied zoology and engineering. Before World War I he spent
four years working at the Transvall Museum in Pretoria but refused a chair in zoology at a South African
university in order to serve in the war. He joined the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry and then the Scots Guards.
He succeeded his father in 1932 and then devoted himself to his family house, Corsham Court, restoring
the building and expanding the art collection. He also pursued his interest in painting having attended art
classes given by Walter Sickert in 1927. At the outbreak of World War II he joined up again. When the Bath
School of Art was destroyed by enemy action in 1942 he offered them Corsham Court as their new home.
They remained there until 1972. In 1944 Methuen was moved to the Procurement and Fine Art branch, set
up to protect works of art during the invasion of the continent. He recorded his experiences in Normandy
Diary. From 1939 to 1971 he was president of the Royal West of England Academy in Bristol, he became a
Royal Academician in 1959. He was a trustee of both the National Gallery and the Tate Gallery.
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