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REF: 375135 

Height: 25 cm (9.8") 

Width: 19 cm (7.5") 

Framed Height:  44 cm (17.3") 

Framed Width:  36.5 cm (14.4") 

Description

THOMAS MATTHEWS ROOKE (1842-1942) 

Margaretta Terrace, opposite No.16 

Signed with initials, inscribed with title and dated: About 1866 Watercolour over traces of pencil 

25 by 19 cm., 9 by 7 in. (frame size 44 by 36.5 by 17 by 14 in.) 

Rooke was educated at the South Kensington Schools and the Royal Academy. In 1869 he started working
for Morris and Company, who asked him to work with Burne-Jones. He is now probably best known as
Burne-Jones’ studio assistant, working for him for more than 30 years and recording many of their
conversations during the last years of Burne-Jones’ life. In 1878 Burne-Jones recommended him to Ruskin
who was looking for artists to record endangered building. From this time he spent nearly half his time
working for Ruskin and many of his watercolours from this period are now in the Ruskin Museum, Sheffield.
Working as an artist on his own he painted several religious subjects, The Story of Ruth being bought by
the Chantry Bequest in 1877 (now in the Tate Gallery). Rooke was living in Finborough Road, Chelsea in
the 1860s and 1870s. He later moved to Queen Anne’s Gardens, Bedford Park.
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