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REF: 375134 

Height: 25 cm (9.8") 

Width: 34 cm (13.4") 

Framed Height:  42.5 cm (16.7") 

Framed Width:  51 cm (20.1") 

Description

ARTHUR JOSEPH PALLISER SEVERN(1842-1931)

Ice on the Thames. Chelsea in Winter ”“ by Cheyne Walk.

Inscribed with title on the reverse and: The original bought by Queen Victoria at Royal Institute at the
suggestion of the Princess FrederickWatercolour and bodycolour, unframed 

25 by 34 cm., 10 by 13 in.(mount size 42.5 by 51 cm., 16 by 20 in.) 

Although the inscription on the reverse indicates that this is a version of a picture purchased by Queen
Victoria at the exhibition Royal Institute of Painters in Water-Colours, the Royal Archives have no record of
the purchase.Â Â It may have gone directly into the collection of the Victoria, Princess Royal who had
married Prince Frederick William of Prussia in 1858. Severn came from an artistic family, his father was the
artist Joseph Severn and his brother Walter and sister Mary were also artists. He studied in both Paris and
Rome and first began exhibiting at the Royal Academy in 1863. He was a founder member of the Arts Club
and a member of the Royal Institute of Painters in Water Colours and the Royal Institute of Oil Painters. In
1871 he married Joan Ruskin Agnew, the niece of the famous art critic. Much influenced by Ruskin, he
accompanies the critic on his trip to Italy with Albert Goodwin in 1872. He and his wife joined Ruskin at
Brantwood, his house on Coniston Water and became his constant companions for the final 30 years of the
great man’s life. When Ruskin died in 1900 he left the house and grounds to the Severns with the condition
in his will that Brantwood and its collection be open to the public for 30 days annually.Â Â Regretfully, the
Severn family did not comply with these wishes and sold many of the more valuable paintings from the
collection. Severn exhibited at the Royal Academy, New Watercolour Society, Grosvenor Gallery and
Dudley Gallery. Works by him are in many public collections.
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