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Description

HAROLD SPEED
(1872-1957)

Study for Love from “Love Leaving Psyche”

Signed l.l.: HAROLD SPEED
Black chalk
Framed

41.5 by 27 cm., 16 ¼ by 10 ¾ in.
(frame size 64 by 51 cm., 25 ¼ by 20 in.)

The present drawing is a study for Love Leaving Psyche, exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1907, no. 341
(present whereabout unknown).

The son of an architect, Harold Speed initially studied architecture at the Royal College of Art, but changed
to painting, winning a gold medal for life studies in 1890. He went on to study at the Royal Academy
Schools, 1891-6, again winning a gold medal. He painted mythological subjects, landscapes and portraits
and exhibited at the Royal Academy for 40 years from 1893 and at many other venues, including the Fine
Art Society, Leicester Galleries and Royal Society of British Artists. He was Master of the Art Workers’ Guild
for nine years from 1916 and wrote The Science and Practice of Drawing (1913) and The Science and
Practice of Painting (1924). Examples of his work are in many public collections including the Tate Gallery
and National Portrait Gallery.
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