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Description

BILLIE WATERS (1896-1979)

Still Life - October

Signed l.r.: Billie Waters; signed and inscribed with title and the artist’s address on a label on the backboard
Oil over traces of pencil on paper
Framed

32 by 36 cm., 12 ½ by 14 ¼ in.
(frame size 50 by 53.5 cm., 19 ¾ by 21 in.)

Exhibited:
London, Leicester Galleries.

Phyllis Mary Waters, known as Billie, was born in Richmond, Surrey, the daughter of a London solicitor.
She studied under Henry Massey at Heatherley’s School of Fine Art and with Iain Macnab at the Grosvenor
School of Modern Art. From 1926 to 1931 she also studied with Ernest Proctor and Harold Harvey in
Newlyn. Proctor, with whom she may have had an affair, had a lasting impression on her work. She
exhibited at the Royal Academy from 1928, continuing to do so for most of her career. She also exhibited at
the New English Art Club, Royal Institute of Oil Painters, Goupil Gallery, Society of Women Artists and
elsewhere. She lived in London and continued to visit Lelant, Cornwall on a regular basis. She made
several highly successful series of animal prints which sold in thousands.

Waters visited France and Italy on many occasions and was particularly interested in fresco techniques.
She developed a distinctive style of working in oils which created the appearance of tempera works as
illustrated in the present work.
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