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REF: 240400 

Height: 88.9 cm (35") 

Width: 120.65 cm (47.5") 

Framed Height:  115.57 cm (45.5") 

Framed Width:  148.59 cm (58.5") 

Description

Longstaff was born in Ballarat, Australia. He studied art privately in Australia, at the Slade Art School in
London and in Paris before joining the military and serving in the Boer War as a member of the South
African Light Horse. He was a cousin of the portrait painter Sir John Longstaff. Following the Boer War he
returned to Australia resuming his painting and also teaching. At the outbreak of the First World War he
enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force and was injured in the Gallipoli campaign. In October 1915 he
joined a remount unit and served in France and Egypt before being evacuated to England in 1917. In
England, he began drawing again and was trained in the art of camouflage. During his time in Egypt,
Longstaff had made images of the Anzac Mounted Division and the other units. Upon his appointment as
an Official War Artist in 1918 he produced numerous works during the final campaigns of the Western
Front. At the end of the war he settled in Sussex and from the late 1920s made many return trips to the
battlefields of Belgium and France and painted haunting images in a spiritualist style. Among these later
works is his most famous work, Menin Gate at Midnight (1927, now in the collection of the Australian War
Memorial’s Art Collection). Longstaff died in Littlehampton in 1953.
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